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Mr. Cumberland’s Account of Dr. Fox's Asylum for Lu- 
natics, at Brislington, near Bristol. 


To tue EpiTor. 
Sir, 


\ JHEN a respectable individual anticipates the useful po- 
Y jitical contemplations of an enlightened legislature, and 
comes forward ata great expence and risque, to provide an in- 
stitution for the relief of suffering humanity, | believe your 
own benevolence will make you anxtous to record it in your 
useful pages. 

The place [ allude to, is in my own immediate neighbour- 
hood ; and afier greatly exciting my curiosity, has, on viewing 
it, as highly satisfied my mind, and astonished me with the no- 
velty and ingenuity of its construction, An able, independant, 
and feeling wind, an intellect clear and ingenious, a courage 
enterprizing and firm, were all required to bring to maturity 
such a plan and establishment as that of Dr, Fox’s asylum for 
lunatics, at Brislington, near Bristol: for there, secure from the 
possibility of escape, or the means of injuring themselves, or 
others, the most deranged patients enjoy safety, free action, 
fine air, enchanting prospect, quiet, the luxury of a bath, the 
society of their equals in former rank, the illusion of familiar 
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intercourse, freedom, and taste, at every little interval of con 
valescence; the comfort of religious ordinances, and that 
liope, which the humbled children of affliction always derive 
from formal public prayers. 

To effect these ends, an enormous expense has been cheer- 
fully incurred ; and a sort of little village erected, connected 
by enclosures with the doctor's residence, where cach separate 
class of mankind, froin the prince to the labourer, may equally 
enjoy every benefit described, yet without even a knowledge of 
their vicinity. The buildings alone are said to have cost 
25,0001. placed in the centre of a fine farm, every way accept. 
able to the patients, at proper periods ; and although in sight 
of the high road to Bath, yet unconnected with neighbours in 
most directions, while the site is a lofty plain, undulating, and 
on one side bounded by a fine river and woods, in view of 
magnificent bills, and on a soil that is at once dry, healthy, and 
fertile. 

The whole is in the owner’s hands, and possesses, besides the 
line of buildings before-mentioned, an elegaut ornamented 
cottage, near the gate, and a snug retired farm-housc, where 
every accommodation can be procured for a person of fortune, 
so as to calm the suspicion of a slightly wounded understand- 
ing, as to the opinion of the world, which often, we see, dis- 
turbs such objects at intervals, otherwise of composure, with 
the idea that they are considered as madmen, by all who see 
them under the same roof with lunatics. 

The construction of these buildings is as interesting as the 
plan is jadicious, being all flat-roofed, and covered with a spe- 
cies of chunam, of the owner's invention, that hitherto has re- 
sisted rain, as well as lead could do: the whole of the joists, 
beams, and staircase, being composed of cast-iron, and the 
gutters and pipes of stone-ware, by which means all fear of 
conflagration is completely done away ; there is indeed scarcely 
any wood employed in the building, except in flooring ; and 
each fire-place is so secured, that no patient can set himself on 
fire; yetall enjoy the sight of one. The bedsteads are also 
of iron, and screwed in their places, and all articles of furni- 
iure so adjusted, that it is impossible to injure themselves, or 
éthers, with it, durmg ithe uight or day; for a principal thing 
to be gearded against in apartments for the insane, is the fre- 
quent desire they all have, at times, to commit suicide: but to 
proceed with regularity in this picture, Jet me commence, 
as I did when first | obtained a view of it, by the principal 
mansion. 

This consists of a very handsome modern house, the lower 
part of which is destined to the reception of the doctor’s nu- 
merous family, and so contrived, that the principal patients, 
who occupy the upper part, cannot, except by permission, 
have 
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have any communication whatever with the domestic esta= 
tablishment, being separated by two light doors of iron, painted 
to look like wood, one of which conducts to the females’ 
chambers, the other to the apartmeits of the male patients. 

Beneath is the kitchen, and other offices, fitted up with 
steam-apparatus for cooking several dinners atone time; a 
forge, brew-house, &c. and all inaccessible to any one un- 
connected with its operations, by means of doors that open 
by secret springs, only known to the persons whose duty leads 
them there. 

This house has its back court for exercise, walled safely in, 
with a mound in the centre of it, that just rises high enough 
to admit of the eyes of the patients viewing the surrounding 
hijls and country, without being themselves seen. There are 
seven of these roomy enclosures, cach accessible to the diffe- 
rent classes of patients, in their several separate houses, the 
outermost of which is allotted to the lowest class of men, 
mostly parish-paupers, who are taken every care of, on very 
moderate pensions; and who, as well as the rest, enjoy the 
freedom of access to the open air, with the constant attend- 
ance of a separate keeper, at all hours of night or day, when 
it is deemed salutary. In these houses there is a general sit- 
ting-room, and common table; and in each the same mount 
and gravel-walk, and rabbits have the general range of them 
all by passages, as they are found to afford considerable amuse- 
ment to the confined, while they themselves increase in pertect 
security. 

To prevent disorder or neglect, the whole of the left-hand 
houses are allotted to males, and no keeper can, on any pre- 
tence, quit the house in which he is stationed, without ringing 
a bell tor the porter, who has the master-key of all the sece 
tions; and can, in case the keepers need any article, or any 
assistance, be immediately apprised by touching the outermost 
door-bell, the spring of which is only known to the guardian of 
that ward. 

To the right hand, the first small building contains an ele- 
gant bathing-room, with a niche, for giving a bath by surprise, 
from a strong jet d'eau, to such as refuse the dip, and which 
has conveniencies for both bot, cold, or vapour-bathing; this 
building has also its apartments for patients, is near the infir- 
mary, aud overlooks the lawn, being above the surrounding 
wall which circumvailutes the whole range of buildings. Next 
to it stands also a separate structure, containing private rooms, 
and a very capacious liundry; drying yard, &c. These are con- 
nected with a kitchen, and extensive fruit-garden, of about 
four acres, surrounded by a lofiy wall, one side of which con. 
sists of a very long range of low buildings, that serves as q 
boundary to the courts of exercise, and is entirely warmed by 
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flues: in this long building, are the cells for maniacs, that are 
violently disordered ; and who, by being thus placed, are kept 
safe and quiet, while at the same time they are prevented from 
disturbing others. 
Thus the whole is by different arrangements, and systemati- 
sal order, kept tranquil to that degree, that no one would con. 
jecture it to be the abode of maniacs; and after visiting every 
part of it, in company with a gentleman, my neighbour, in 
which we passed more than two hours, without hearing the 
slightest outcry, or seeing any symptoms that could induce us 
to think they suffered any uneasiness, one of the party, at tak- 
ing leave, paid the doctor a deserved and handsome compli. 
ment, by turning to me and saying, “ If, by the decrees of 
providence, I should ever be afflicted with the malady, which 
we have just seen so well accommodated, and gently relieved 
I entreat you to.instruct my family to place me here.” 
Nothing indeed seems to be wanting, connected with the 
comforts of the inhabitants of this extensive building; fora 
chapel is provided for the convalescents, where service is regu- 
larly performed,‘and a large shaved bowling-green, in view of 
the front of the building, enclosed by green hedges, is always 
used asa daily promenade, for such as are orderly and obedient, 
while others are allowed with their keepers, to extend their 
walks round the whole estate and farm, which is all in a ring 
fence, and divested of every common thoroughfare. Thas I 
have given you a slight sketch of a plan, that every one must 
wished to see more general, ata period when it is by all medical 
men confessed, that insanity is making rapid strides in this 
island; but before | conclude, it may be both amusing, inte- 
resting, and useful, to state that, besides the ordinary system of 
alleviation, practised in other respectable houses, the reflecting 
mind of our humane professor, has adopted one peculiarity, 
which report states to be very effectual in calming, and very 
essential often, towards completing a cure. He employs all 
the lower order of his patients occasionally, in their several ac- 
quired occupations, or trades; and I was no less pleased than 
astonished, to find a lunatic blacksmith working at the forge, 
and preparing locks and bars, for the purpose of confining 
others ip the same state, during his lucid intervals; while in 
the grounds, other insane people were making hay ; and in the 
jaundry, two more temale patients busily employed in ironing 
linen. ‘The better sort also, as much as possible, seem doubtiul 
if they are confined, as they practise drawing, needle-work, 
take their airings, and pay aad receive visits frem each other, 
and the family ; occasionally dining at table with them, under 
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and only controlled in their attempts to infringe the rules of 
the institution. One result of the giving the free access to the 
courts at all times, had 1 found been, that they were far less 


‘clamorous than usual; and the day being fine, when i was 


there, I observed that the generality were lying on the bank 
of the mounts, musing, or viewing the hills from their sum- 
mits. 

To superficial observers, it may seem that madness would 
level all feelings, and that thus separating them into gradations 
of rank, might be unnecessary, but it is not so; on the con- 
trary, etiquette is more than useful, it is absolutely necessafy to 
be observed; and no punishment, | am informed, so speedily 
reclaims them from disobedience, as a threatened short exile to 
the ward of a lower class. Since this establishment has been 
completed, or about the same time, it seems to have been a ge- 
nerally received opinion, that mansions on a large scale of this 
kind, were wanted in every county; and the legislature has 
accordingly passed an act, for the parpose of enabling the ma- 
gistrates to erect them; as yet, | believe, only one has been 
established ; but as many will, doubtless, originate from this 
act, | think this sketch of a building, planned and executed by 
a gentleman, who has long made the cure of this dreadful 
malady his peculiar study, may be generally useful, by pointing 
out what seems to me to be an alinost perfect model for imita- 
tion. , 

Your’s, Xe. 


G. CUMBERLAND. 





Biographical Sketch of the Marquis of Wellington. 
(Concluded from Page 405.) 


Wwe have now to record an exploit performed by General 
Wellesley, which would alone enutie him to the renown 
of agreat captain had he achieved ,othing else. We allude 
io the battle of Assye; and, yet splendid as was that operation 
in all its features, it is not improbable that many of our readers 
will now hear of it for the first time, from the distance of the 
theatre on which it was acted. 

Seindia, aud the raja of Berar (one of the Mahratta pro- 
Vinces), with an army of nearly 40,000 men, had taken up a 
strong position near the village of Assye; their situation was 
something similar to an European entrenched camp, and what 
is very unusual in Indian armies, the forces were distributed ac- 
cording to the most judicious rules of military tactics. As 
svon as General Wellesley received information of their place 
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of encampment, he resolved to storm it. Accordingly, on the 
23d of Septem ber, 1803, he marched forwards from N; aulnair, 
a distance of six miles, for this purpose. Colonel Stevenson, 
with the troops of the nizam, was absent, but was hourly ex. 
pected to join. Geueral Wellesley, however, resolving 
not to wait for his junction, marched forwards without him. 

When he reached the village of Assye, he found that the 
enemy possessed an alarming superiority of force. Scindia 
and the rajah had $0,000 cavalry, 11,000 infantry, and nearly 
200 pieces of artillery. In addition to this there were a great 
nomber of French officers, who were chiefly to be dreaded as 
serving the cannon. 

General Wellesley’s army did not amount to 5000 men; and 

of these only 2000 were Europeans. ‘The skill of his arrange- 
ments, and the valour of his troops, were all that he had to 
counterbalance this inequality. ‘They were sutlicient. A river 
flowed nearly in front of the enemy’s position, ‘The general 
forded it, and drew up his infantry in two lines, aud behind 
them the British cavalry in a third, as a reserve. His intention 
was to attack the right of the Mabhrattas, it being his great ob- 
ject to aveid their artiilery, which was on their left. Ile there- 
fore gave the most positive orders to avoid the left, aud to turn 
their right, knowing that if he defeated the intantry, the guns 
must follow as a matter of course. His orders were, however, 
disobeyed : the officer commanding the piequets, which were 
on the right of the first line, moved upon the enemy’s leit. This 
immediately made a gap in the first line. ‘The 74th, which 
was on the right of the second line, naturally followed the 
piequets, and General W ellesley was chev fore oblige d to bring 
the whole of his force into one line. The cousequence was as 
he foretold. The right of our line was exposed to the fire of 
upwards of 100 pieces of artillery, and was nearly destroyed, 
Nothing, however, could exceed the promptitude and _ skill 
with which his operations were conducted, when he found him- 
self compelled to alter, instantaneously, the whole plan of at- 
tack, in consequence of that officer’s disobedience. 

A circumstance now occurred which, when the numerieal in- 
fertority of the English army is considered, might justly have 
excited alarm and dismay in any commander who did not pose 
sess the firmest reliance upon the resources of his own genius. 
It was discovered that the artillery, of which there was but 
hile, could not be brought into use, while the numerous cane 
non of the enemy, served by French officers and engineers, 
were placed so as to do the greatest execution. General Wel- 
lesley, with that intuitive perception of the precise course to 
be adopted in any exigency, immediately gave orders to aban- 
don his guns, and come to close combat. He took his own sta- 
tiow, of peril and command, at the head of the whole line, and 
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having placed Colonel Maxwell with the cavalry so as to cover 
his right, (being secure on his left from the nature of the 
ground and relative position of the enemy) he advanced to 
battle. ‘The Maluiattas were astonished and terrified at the 
dauntless band that opposed itself to their hosts ; but, after a 
few moments, they rallied from their consternation, and their 
tremendous cannon, served by the French officers, begon to 
play upon the assailants with great effect. English courage, 
led on by such a general as Wellesley, however, was not to be 
intimidated ; our soldiers used their bayonets, a powerful wea- 
pon in their hands ; the Mahratta troops for a while resisted ; 
presently the first line gave way, but they rallied again, as if 
struck by a sense of shame, that such an inferior force should 
subdue them ; again they gave way, and fell back upon their 
second line, which was posied in a strong position on the tiver 
Juak. 

Meanwhile, the Mahratta horse, who hung on the adjacent 
hills in numerous cohorts, made a furious attack on the 74th, 
being a part of that force which General Wellesley had posted 
an his right to secure his rear and flanks. The brave 74th re- 
ceived the shock undaunted: our cavalry rushed to their as- 
sistance, followed the Mabratta horse up the hills, and achieved 
a conquest, with immense slaughter. 

The second line of the enemy was as yet entire, and the at- 
tack was now directed against it, which had been thrown iato 
some confusion by the incorporation of the first with it. ‘The 
cavalry under Colone! Maxwell, and the infantry under Geae- 
ral Wellesley, made a furious charge upon them at onee; the 
enemy, unable to withstand the shock, fled in all directions ; 
and the British, deeming victory complete, followed the fugi-. 
tives in all the ardour of conquest. But this ardour had nearly 
proved fatal. The discretion of General Wellesley, and the 
bravery of Colonel Maxwell, alone prevented it from robbing 
our army of all the fruits of their achievement. A number of 
the Mahrattas, who had thrown themselves on the ground as 
if slain, were passed unnoticed by the British troops in the pur- 
suit of the flying enemy; but suddenly they arose; seized the 
cannon which had been left in the rear by our army, and began 
to open upon them a fierce and destractive cannonade.. The 
British, scattered by pursait, could not act against them effec- 
tively. The Mabhvatta infantry, seeing this, and encouraged by 
it, began to reform themselves, and faced about upon their pure 
suers. ‘he British were thus placed between two fires, and 
besides, were scattered in small bodies from the pursuit which 
they had commenced. The whole battle was to be fought over 
again; and General Wellesley seeing at once the danger his 
army was in, put himself at the head of the 78th, anda 
battalion of seapoys; and charging the Mahirattas who had 
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seized the guns, after a very bloody and perilous contest, in 
which a horse was shot under him, and his personal danger wag 
very great, he compelled them to betake themselves to flight, 
Atthe same time Colonel Maxwell charged the enemy’s infan- 
try at the head of the 19th dragoons, completed the victory 
with the loss of his own life, adding one more to the list of 
those heroes whose memories are embalmed in the grateful 
tears of an.adwiring nation. The slaughter was great. The 
Mahrattas fought with the fary of men who were sensible of 
the shame of yielding to an inferior force; and General 
Wellesley conducted the whole operation with that skill, deci- 
sion, and vigour, which have so eminently characterised his 
military career. 

We have been thus minute in describing this first battle 
fought by Lord Wellington, because it exhibits all those pecu- 
liar features which, expanded upon a wider theatre, and digni- 
fied by a mightier steke, have raised him to the rank of one of 
the first of living captains. The reader who recalls his victo- 
ries in the peninsula, will be forcibly convinced of this, when 
he remembers that the batile of Assye was distinguished by 
three circumstances, all of them component parts of his sub- 
sequent achievements. 

i. The promptitude with which he changed his proposed 
mode of attack, even though in actual march to execute it, 
whén the disobedience of his orders by the officer compelled 
him to do so, 

2. General Wellesley finding that the nizam’s force, which 
would have rendered him nearly equal to the Mahrattas, were 
marching slowly behind him, and would confidently delay 
him if he waited for their junction, resolved to do without 
them; to content himself with his own very inferior force; 
and to trust to skill, courage, and fortune to supply the defici- 
ncy. 

8. The ready abandonment of his cannon, and a resolu- 
tion to do without it, when he found that the difficulty -of 
advancing it checked the more valuable rapidity of his move- 
ments, 

Iinmediately after the battle of Assye, General Wellesley 
hastened in the pursuit of the rajah of Berar’s army ; and, after 
« harassing march of nearly a mouth, he overtook it. He 
came to immediaie action, and in the plains of Agra crowned 
the glory already acquired in the field of Assye. He next as+ 
saylied an almost impregnable fortress, named Gawilghbar, seated 
on.ihe summit of a hill. He opened the batteries on the 12th 
of December, effected a breach on the 13th, and in the morm- 
ing of the 14th took it by escalade! 

The rajah of Berar was very naturally confounded at the ra- 
pidity of these successes, and he sent to General Wellesley tg 
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se a negociation for peace, without any communication 
with his ally the nizam. ‘The same rapidity in negociation as 
jn the field, marks the conduct of thisgreat man. The matter 
was commenced on the 13th, and on the morning of the 17th 
the treaty was signed and concluded. Scindia deemed it pru- 
dent to follow the same courses; and on the SOth ot the same 
month General Wellesley signed a treaty with him likewise, 
and an end was then put to the war. 

These spleadid seryices did not pass unrewarded. The inha- 
bitants of Calcutta gave him a sword worth 10U01. Both houses 
of parliament voted him their thanks, and the king invested 
him with the order of the Bath. 

He was now destined to,fill a nobler space in the annals of 
Eurppe. He returned to England in 1805, with his brother; 
and, being elected to serye in Parliament, he wok an active 
part in the discussion of Ladian measures. When the duke of 
Richmond was appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, in 1807, he 
named Sir Arthur Wellesley his chief secretary, but from the 
dull routine of official duties, he was soon called to a more 
active station. 

Inthat same year the expedition to Copenhagen was planned. 
We will not now discuss the policy or impolicy, tbe justice or 
injustice of that measure. Our business is to record the emi- 
pent services performed by Sir Arthar Wellesiey acting under 
the command of Lord Cathcart, to whom the military opera- 
tions were entrusted. On the 16th August the army was dis- 
embarked at a village called Wisbeck, about ten miles north 
of Copenhagen. On the following day Copenhagen was in- 
vested, and all the regular operations cf a blockade by sea and 
land were commenced. The enemy held out with great spirit 
'till the 28th, relying with great hopes on their army. It bee 
came necessary to extinguish those hopes; and Sir Arthur 
Wellesley was appointed to the task. The enemy were 
strongly posted on the north bank of a rivulet, termed 
the Kioge, from the name of a suwall town in front of which 
it runs. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, who was acting in concert with the 
Swedish General Linsingen, agreed with him that be (Linsin- 
gev,) should ascend tbe bank of the rivulet higher up, and turn 
the enemy’s left flank, while General Wellesley should move 
ulong the sea road, and attack him in front. On the morning 
of the 29th both divisions marched towards the enewy, accord- 
ing to this plan: but, in the course of the march, both the 
corps lost all communication with each other, and when Sir 
Acthur Wellesley came in sight of the enemy, he deemed it 
proper, without waiting for General Linsingen, to make the at- 
tack in an echellon of battalions from the left. This was ace 
cordingly done, and with such skill and intrepidity was it 
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conducted, that it ended in complete success, and. took away 
all ‘hope*from the governor and garrison of Copenhagen, 
which,-a few days afterwards, proposed an armistice of ‘twenty. 
four hdars. » But this was declined, as tending fo unecessary 
delay, and preparations were inade for carrying’on the opera 
tions with unabated vigour, while it was distinetly intimated 
that no! proposal of cupitulatioti could be received’ unless ag 
companied by the surrender‘of the fleet. ‘Piis conditioh 
was, at length, assented to, and Sir Arthur Wellesley was sum- 
moned from Kioge to prepare and sign articles of capitulation, 
In: doing this he acted with his usual decision and dispatch, 
He insisted upon proceeding ifmediately to business, and the 
‘capitulation was, ta consequence, d-scussed, settled, and signed 
the'same night; and-Sie Arthur Wellesley returned to Eng- 
Jand with vo smatl addition to his military and diplomatie re- 
nown. ats 

We have now conducted Lord Wellington to that period of 
his careet which has shed so’ much glory over his name, and 
will carry it down to posterity with augmented honours. He 
is still pursuing that career, aud prophecy, in her boldest mood, 
dare hardly venture to predict its termination. It need hardly 
be added we allude to bis glorious successes in the peninsula. 
On the Sd of August, 1808, he landed in Mondego Bay} to 
accomplish the views of the English ministry and nation, it 
aiding the Portuguese to expel from their country the common 
scourge of the civilized world. But it is not our intention to 
pursue, in detail, the achievements of Lord Wellington during 
the last four years. They would demand volames ; nor can 
there be one among our readers who have been so inattentive 
an observer of his country’s glory,.as not to bear an accurate 
remembrance of all the splendid events that have signalised our 
arms during that period under the guidance of Lord Welling- 
ton. ‘The battle of Vimiera was fought on the 2ist of August, 
1808: this was followed by the convention of Cintra, which 
threw away, with heediless folly, all the noble results of a hard 


fought victory. But, of this convention, no part belonged to 
Sir Arthur Wellesicy. It flowed, in some measure, from the 
vacillating policy of ministers, sending out successive com- 


manders in chief, and the last arrived, constantly indoing the 
work of his predecessor. Sir Arthur was recalled, however, to 
attend the court of inquiry assembled by his majesty’s com- 
mund, at Chelsea, to inquire into that disgraceful convention. 
fa May, 13809, he again entered Portugal, at the head of an 
ary, after the disastrous retreat of Sir John Moore upon Co- 
ruana. Froin that period his course has beeu a spleadid one. 
fu July, of the same year, he fought the memorable battle of 
‘Vulavera, in Spain, for which he was created Viscount Welling- 
ton, of Talavera, Lis subsequent exploits comprise the cap- 
ture 
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tare of the fortresses of Almeida, Ciudad Rodrigo, and Bada- 
joz. The fixst in May, 1811; the second in January, 1819; 
the last in April, 1812. Since which, the battle of Salamanca 
was fought, in July, 1812, all the glorious features of which 
are too recent to need expatiation,. ' 

Honours.and rewards have been deservedly bestowed upon 
Lord Wellimgton: he was created a marquis after the, baitle 
of Salamanca, and 100,000l. have been voted in the present ses- 
sion of parliament to purchase an appropriate estate for him. 
When he entered Spain, in i809, he was not a rich man, in 
relation to bis rank and services. His whole fortune did not 
exceed 40,000I. as stated by his brother, Wellesley Pole, when 
the grant of 2000]. was voted at the time he was created a 
peer. Of that fortune, its mode of acquisition was this; 5000}. 
were given to him by the East India Company for. his services 
asa commissioner for the settlement of the Mysore; 5000}. 
was the amount of his Seringapatam prize-money ; 25,000!. 
was the amount of his Mahratta prize ; and the remainder was 
the amount of the interest on those sums, the legal rate of in- 
terest in India being 12 per cent. Of this 40,000]. 20 were 
settled on his wife when he went to Spain. He has aregiment, 
and now a pension of 2000). a year, besides the late grant of 
100,0001. to be appropriated as already stated. He is no lover 
of money, therein differing from his great predecessor, the 
duke of Marlborough. He bas declined several offers of emo- 
lament from the Portugnese and Spanish governments ; among 
others, the pay. of captain-general in Spain, which was at least 
3000!. a year. He disdained to press upon the resources of 
a nation, bleeding in every vein for the cause of liberty and 
truth. 


IRISH PEASANT. 
[From Gamble’s View of Irish Society and Manners.]} 


Walked this morning to the little town (as it is called) of 

Minecherin. ht is situated in the very heart of the moun- 
tain, and, at a little distance, might be taken for a part of it. 
It consists of twenty or thirty little cabins. To each of these 
are attached a few acres of land—a portion is a potatoe gar- 
den, andthe rest gives grassfor a cow, and produces a little oats. 
To an Englishman nothing would seem more wretched than 
the situation of these cabins. The ground on which they stand 
is balf-reclaimed bog, and beaps of manure are piled and scat- 
tered round them, which render entrance a matter of consider- 
able difficulty.. .Nor does the state of the interior appear to 
make amends for the exterior. In-mid-day the darkness of 
midnight rests upon it, The chimney is seldom so well cons 
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structed as to carry away the smoke, through which sonte wo. 
men, blear-eyed, shrivelled, and blackened, seated on their 
three legged stools, like so many Sybils in the act of pro- 
phecy, gradually become visible. A cow, a calf, and a pig, 
generally fill up the back ground. The appearance of the fur. 
Diture corresponds with that of the inhabitants—a few earthen 
vessels, tin porringers, and wooden noggins on the dresser, 
two or three stools around the fire, and a bed or beds, covered 
by a coarse and black rug, make up the whole of it. 

Neither they nor their immediate fathers, ever knew a better 
way of living. 

The bogs on which (in which I should rather say) they live, 
give them plenty of turf. The poorest man has (if it isnot 
his own fault) an ivexhaustible abundance of firing. Chilled, 
and as it were impregnated with the damp and moisture of his 
mountains, even the smoke of his cabin gives him pleasure. 
He is not a creature who lives in the medium way, nor is he, 
perhaps, the more to be pitied on that account. He has the 
rapid »hternation of heat and cold, of drought and moisture, 
and if he is often chilled and drenched during the day, hasa 
more exquisite relish for the fire during the night, and when be 
is dried and baked, as it were in an oven, he returns again with 
eheerfulness to the open air. 

His food is simple, but he has it in abundance ; it is whole- 
some food likewise. Vegetables and milk, potatoes, butter, 
ovions, and oaten bread. Onions and garlic are of a most cor- 
dial nature. These vegetables composed part of the diet 
which enabled the Israelites to endure, in a warm climate, the 
heavy tasks imposed upon them by their Egyptian masters. 
They were likewise eaten by the homan farmers to repair the 
waste of their strength, by the toils of harvest. When, not- 
withstanding their cordial properties, he feels uneasy sensations 
in his stomach, from the acescent qualities of his food, nature 
kindly extends her hand to him, with a medicine drawo from 
his own mountains—a medicine which he does not take reluc- 
tantly, but readily and cheerfully—whiskey—which, when not 
drank to exvess, is as well suited to his temperament and 
necessities, as wine is to a Frenchman's, or ale to an English- 
man’s. 

Constant intercourse with the cattle, sharing with them bis 
roum and his roof, gives him health to enjoy life. Nature, 
which made man and those animals equally necessary to each 
other, has kindly prevented any inconvenience from their liv- 
ing together. On the contrary, to repay him for affording 
them shelter, she has done more. She has endowed them with 
the power of destroying the effects of marsh exhalations, and 
ol. preventing fever, 
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To these must be added the énjoyments of the tobacco 
pipe, and then the Irish peasant is great asa king. 





A SERIES OF NAVAL BULLETINS, 
INSCRIBED TO BUONAPARTE. 
BY LIEUTENANT D. O'BRIEN, R.'N. 
(Continued from Page 410.) 


WAKING about midoight, I deliberated apon the conse- 
quence of having so complete a tindet-box, with the ne- 
éessary materials, in my possession; and having found a con- 
venient pl ce, L de, osited a part of them, pte the stock, 
&e. At day-light we were again en route, chained and hand- 
cuffid. he day was very rainy, and the roads prodigiously 
heavy, the march long and fatiguing. I cannot omit observ- 
ing, that one of the party, having occasion to be unchained 
from his comrades, he could not obtain permission, before one 
of the guard had pivioned him with a strong cord, which the 
gend’armes curry for that purpose, and which the guard held 
during the time. 

About six we arrived at Maubertfontaine, in a most misera- 
ble plight, covered with mud and dirt. We found a new dun- 
geon in this village also, where we were very soon deposited. 
A boy, about sixteen years old, had been contined there six or 
seven days; he belonged to Lisle, not many leagues distant ; his 
Crime was, having no passport. He had nothing but black 
bread and water during bis confinement, and informed us, 
that we had been expected to arrive two or three days before, 
that they were going to search us very strictly, &c. I conti- 
nued, with this boy’s assistance, to place my tinder-box in safety, 
{ust at the moment when a guard was entering to search 0s, 

‘e had nothing about us now but our money, which had bhi- 
therto been respected and left us: but these rapacious animals 
Very quickly deprived us of it, promising to pay our expenees 
to Verdun, and deposit the remainder with General Werrion, 
at that depot; the reader may suppose how far this promise 
was adhered to: however, we got a kind of supper; some 
straw, blankets, and substitute for beds, in consequence of it, 
and they paid themselves. The poor boy felt himself perfectly 
happy at having something goad (as he termed it) toeat. We 
gave hima share of every thing that was brought us, and the 
guards were astonished at our generosity. 

[ observed one fellow amongst them, who began to exclaim 
against the English nation and its subjects, with great vehe- 
mence. 
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mence. He wished it at the bottom of the sea; if he hadhis 
will, he would behead every British ‘prisoner in France; be 
would never desire better employment than to stand exe. 
cutioner ; with many more liberal remarks, too tedious to men- 
tion. 

The excessive passion he appeared to be in during these ex- 
clamations, induced me to inquire from one of the set, the 
cause of so much inveteracy ; when I was informed, that he 
had been only two days liberated from Mezieres gaol, where he 
had been confined two months, by the sentence of a court 
martial, for allowing two English-prisoners to escape; govern- 
ment supposing they had bribed him. 

(October, 1807.) The guards visited us in our dungéon 
every hour during the night: yet, notwithstanding, I found an 
opportunity of making away with the remainder of the tinder 
box. At day-break, we were chained to a cart and hand-cuffed; 
the roads, from the late fall of rain, being too heavy to march 
on foot. In the evening we arrived at Mezieres gaol, and were 
put into the yard, after being strictly searched. Nor could we 
procure even a dungeon, until we had agreed to a most exorbj- 
tant price, which the gaoler charged for some refreshments, &c. 
he procured for us. He very laconically observed, “ I know 
the gensd’armes have plenty of money, which they took from 
you. You may as well let me have part, as let them have all; 
you will not stand in need of any in a few days: thus intima- 
ting, that we should be shot as spies, which was the general 
opinion every where. 

Oar treatment was pretty nearly the same throughout unto 
Verdun, where we arrived at the latter end of October. I 
was separated from my companions, being considered as the 
ehef du comptot ; and was thrown into a miserable dun- 
geon, wherein there was another, supposed to have been 
a spy, and who expected to be brought to trial in a few 
days. 

Being now separated from my brothers in adversity, it af; 
fécted me much more than any punishinent they could ‘inflict. 
I was certain, that if only one of the party should suffer ceath, 
I should be the person ; as the oldest is generally chosen ripg- 
leader, agreeably to the French laws; and from’ the number of 
times it was hinted to me on the road, ft expected it, and was 
perfectly resigned, being conscious of not hating’ cominiitéd 
any crime that merited such a punishment. , 

I passed a very ‘unpleasant night. My fellow prisoner was 
vety inquisitive, and anxious to know what I had ‘been guilty 
of. I gratified ‘him in some measure, but*was ‘not in a com- 
manicative mood, 

At day-break, a guard came to conduct me to the place of 
examination. Here I found Lieutenant Demangceoit, of 
the 
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the gensd’armerie, a scrivener, and Mr. Galliers, interpreter. 
My examination continued two ar three hours; every question 
had ‘answer’ was noted down. | was minutely cross-examined 
witly respect t6the ’ pistol-stock found with us; interrogated 
particularly about where | had been on the day. Buonaparte 
passed through Verdun ; what company I was in; who [ break- 
fasted with; in short, questions thatentirely puzzled me to 
kuaw their motives for asking them ; however, they implied, L 
conceive, a good opinion of my address, and a wish, if possi-~ 
ble, to implicate me. I was shewa my letters, but was in- 
formed they would be transmitted to Paris, for the minister of 
war's inspection. Upon remenstrating at the cruelty of being 
parted from my comrades, | was conducted to their. prison ; 
they had previously been moved to the place of examina- 
tion. We were not allowed to see each other, until each had 
béen examined: however, our questions: and answers were 
nearly the same. We amused ourselves all the ensuing night, 
in talking over~ the. particulars of our different questions, an- 
sweis, &c. The gaoler supplied us with what nourishment we 
were allowed, having the remainder of our cash in his posses- 
sidn. We had neither fire nor candle-light. Some days had 
elapsed, when we Were again conducted separately to be exa- 
mined, myself first: The lieutenant informed me, “ they were 
questions from Paris.” : They were certain we could not have 
gone so direct a course for Estaples, without guides, haviag no 
eompass nor ehart. I replied, that mariners always steered 
suffieiently correet by the stars; when we could see them, we 
were never at a-loss. They wished to be informed if 1 knew 
any thing of the coast of France? If | had ever been stationed 
off there ? | made answer, that every British naval officer was 
better acquainted with that coast, than with bis own; we could 
hardly go up or down channel without acquiring a knowledge 
af the French coast: ia short, L left no doubt en their minds 
With respect to our local knowledge of it. The questions were 
the same tv all the others, and we were then again recouducted 
to prison. 

Ina weck, we were ordered to prepare ourselves for a march 
to the fortress of Bitche, in Lorrain, a place well known to a 
number of our countrymen ; a place in which many a valuable 
British subject has terminated his existence, in all the agony 
thet illness and despondenucy can create, 

. Here in some wretched cell we were to remain during the 
War; nay, they even asserted, that it was Buonaparte’s own de- 
cree. Lieutenant Pridham, Ist. of the late frigate Hussar, a 
Worthy and humane oftcer, by some means obtained permis- 
Sion to visit us; he corroborated the information, and gave us 
General Werrion for bis author, Heexpressed great sorrow 
for our bard fortunes, and justly observed, that death was pres 
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ferable to such a sentence. We were resolved to make ang. 
ther effort at all risks, and if possible, regain our liberty; cash 
was wanting. I, however, produred a small supply through 
the interposition of a worthy friend, notwithstanding the strict 
guard that was kept over us. 


(To be continued.) 





NAVAL ANECDOTES. 


N that ever-memorable day, the Ist of June, 1794, Lord 
Howe observing a little boy in a dangerous situation, and 
feeling for his tender years, unaccustomed to endure the shock 
of such contention about to take place, said to him, “ You 
had better go below; you are too young to be of service 
here :"— My Lord,” replied the blushing boy, “ What 
would my father say if I was not to remain on deck during 
action ?” 

Reading this circumstance but recently, brought to my re- 
mem brance the heroic conduct of a, little boy not more than 
nine years ald, which I was an eye-witness. to-—indeed he tras 
put under my care, and messed with me as a pei officer on 
board his majesty’s ship Venus, Captain Thomas Harrison, soa 
of the old Admiral Harrison, then commending at Plymouth, 
I think it was ip the year 1760, cruising to the westward of 
Scilly, we fell in with the Brune French frigate, of 34 guns, 
(12 and 9-pounders) and a complemeat of 320 men; the Ve- 
nus had 36 guns, (12 and 6-pounders) end a complement of 
240 men. Previous to the action, when the drum beat to quar- 
ters, this young. gentleman, Master Bridgeman, son of the 
Rev, Mr. Bridgeman, of Modbury, repaired to his quarters on 
the quastedeek, (in those days as 2 powder-boy) to supply 
his gun: Captain Harrison observing him, said, “ My dear 
little Bridgewan, you had better go below with the doctor 
you can be of no use here; you are not strong enough to bring 
a cartridge-box with powder,” “ No, Su,” replied the brave 
little fellow, “ if you please, I willstay at ay quarters, and da 
iny best :” at the same time, palling eff his biue jacket, and 
throwiag it on deck, and jumping on it, cried out, “ Now for 
the honour of Modbury!” to the admiration of every one 
present. I wish I could have drawn a veil, but unfortunately 
the poor little fellow, soon after the commencement of the ac- 
tion, not content with bringing one cartridge-box, came stag- 
gering op the quarter-deck ladder, with two boxes tor the sixe 
pounders, when on lis first landing ou the quaster-deck, a mus- 
ket-ball from the enemy struck him in the breast ; he dropped, 
and expued immediately. Many brave men shared the same 
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fate ; after.a contest of two hours and a half the enemy struck, 
having suffered considerably both in killed and wounded. 
Thus fell a little hero, who, had he lived, would have bid fair 
to have been worthy of a more exalted station in that service 
in which he so prematurely fell, at once an honour to his pro- 
fession, and affording an example (scarcely necessary) to the 
future defenders of the British flag, but worthy of record for 
their amusement in the seminaries of our rising naval officers, 
and as an act of justice to the noble youth whose undaunted 
spirit it relates, and by example inspire others. 


BENBOW, Junior. 











THE REDEEMED SLAVE. 


6 te: following anecdote, though apparently verging on the 
confines of romance, is said to be a fact on which implicit 
reliance may be placed :— 


A young man, who had been captured by the Algerines, and 
some time working as a slave on the plantations, was surprised 
one day at hearing the overseer inquiring if there was among 
them an Englishman from Salisbury ? He eagerly answered in 
the affirmative. Is your name John Cook? Yes, Sir. Are you 
the brother of Jenny Cook, who is in the service of Mr. M. 
of Salisbury? I am, Sir, rejoined the astonished bondsman. 
Then take your freedom, exclaimed the overseer, and suspend 
your wonder, whilst I relate the manner in which I became ac- 
quainted with your story. I was a fellow servant with your sis- 
ter, and often heard her deplore your loss, and relate your un- 
fortunate capture. Being of too idle a disposition to continue 
in 2 life of servitude, I soon left my situation for the sea ser- 
vice. In my first voyage | was captured, and being brought 
to this place, after some ‘time had my choice, either to turn 
Massulinan, and be put in the road to promotion, or to retain 
my faith, and be condemned to slavery. My natural habits 
made me not long in deciding in favour of the former alterna- 
tive—and behold me now in a station that enables me to shew 
my gratitude to my old master, by offering you immediate li- 
beity. This was instantly accepted, and the poor fellow 
on\his return to Salisbury, a few weeks since, sought 
Mr. M. and with tears of gratitude thanked him for his deli- 
verance. ° 


Vol. 53.° 
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Answer, by F. Postlethwaite, of the Royal Marines, Stonehouse, to his owy 


Rebus, inserted November 16. 


ARDS, ARROGANCE, will soon disclose, 
The question which I did propose, 





Answer, by 7. W. of Charmouth, to W. Bickham's Rebus, inserted March 1, 
AY HEN the BUDGET is open’d new taxes appear 


lo pay the expences of the coming year. 
*+* A similar answer has been received from S. Duck, of Poole. 











Answer, by H. Welsford, of Crediton, to B. Belcher’s Rebus, inserted the 29th 
5 of March, 
HE ROBIN, perch’d ou yonder spray, 
Attracts attention py its lay. 


{Ko We have received the like answer from J. Sansom, of Poole; Wal- 
ter bickham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton; J Davy, jun- of Broad 
winsor; F. L. Veysey, of Rackenford; J. Newland, late of Holbeton aca- 
demy ; Philomath, of Weston Zoyland; and J. Postlethwaite, of the royal 
marines, Stunehouse. 








An ENIGMA, by Selina. 
bas E any globe, and turn it round, 
y 


fou cannot miss the nate; 
Tis also on the compass found, 
And hills the trump of fame. 


To every state it must belong; 
And tho’ it is at rest, 

From north to south it runs along, 
And so from east to west. 


Tis partly here, and partly there; 
And, full as strange to say, 

*Tis also wholly every where, 
And changing every day. 


Ye witty bards, a hint pursue, 
To which ’tis near a kin, 

A little simple knot undo, 
lis echo sleeps within. 


Twice two concur to give it birth, 
And yet cannot be brought 

To meet at the same point oo earth, 
By all the powers on thought. 


?Tis the barometer of state 
And, to cunciude my seng, 

Amuse’ all, both small and great, 
But cannot please them long. 


6 POETRY. 
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For the Weexty ENTSRTAINER. 
TO THE CUCKOO, 
GAIN thovw resumest, grey bird of the spring, 
a Thy simple and uniform song ; 
29th With other plum’d warblers you make thé vales ring, 
Wuuile echves ) our carols prolong. 
But first ow sume storm-beaten beech in the moor, 
Thou chauntest thy unvaried strain, 
Whea April’s rich showers trom the clouds downwards pour, 
Wal} To retresh Vegetation with rain 
al- 
ruad- The chaffinch, wren, redbreast, thy company woo, 
aca- They follow wherever you sail ; ; ; 
oyal Perch or the same tree, and whilst list’ning to you 
Taciturnity o’er them prevails. 
mo The loveliest season which nature endows, 


Or tbat Heaven vouchsateth to man, 
Ts thine, harmless bird, when ho rude tempests blow, 
And when zephy rs the youthful leaves fan. 


When the odorous flowers their beauties disclose, 
And Flora displays her sweet charms ; 

When Strephon, gay youh, culls a nosegay for Rose, 
W hom he long» tv infuld in his arms, 


But ere lively summer has reach'd half her age, 

i O: Piiwbus 1o Cancer arrived, 

Our willing attentions you cease to engage 
Because ut thy song w’ere depriv’d, 


Doth sleep’s drowsy power, which perception suspends, 
Invade thee, when from us retir’d? 

' Or doth the dull time on which Morpheus attenda 

Stup the music by me so admir’d, 


Or dost thou to some foreign climate repair, 
Which ne’er was by Britonsexplor’d, 
Where the lion and leopard with roars rend the aif, 
Or where lives a barbarous horde? . 
But avaunt all enquiries—grey bird of the spring, 
To me how transporting thy song! , ; 
Wich other plum’d songsters youawake the woods ring, 
While echves your Carols prolong. 


Rackenjord, May 6, 1813+ F. L. VEYSEY, 





SONNET TO PEACE. 





H! stay thy pilgrim feet, most lovely maid, 
And cheer our sucial haunts with looks divine; 
Nere 
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Here stop; repose thee in the sylvan shade, 

For ot can hurt a form so fair as thine ? 
*Tis here sweet nature ever loves to stray, 

In wood, or dell, or up the mountain’s side 3 
‘To trace the wanderings of the devious way, 

Or Jave her polish’d limbs in yonder tide: 
Along the vale, the dusky hamlet seen, 

Her soft inspiring voice the bosom cheers, 
Days full of love, unsuilied and serene, 

And joy, the inmate of a length of years; 
While thy sweet self shall hover o’er the scene, 





And guide the trembler’s steps, and calm her fears. 





For the WeEKLy ENTERTAINER. 
THE SMILE. 


wet is that thy spirits cheer ? 
W hat is that.we hold so dear? 
What can often care beguile? 

Is it not the pleasing smile? 


What adds amiableness to grace? 
What gives beauty to the face? 
Is it not the smile so gay, 
Where the loves delight to play? 


When the amorous youth is wooing, 
When for an answer he is suing, 
What to him more grateful be, 
Than the assenting smile to see? 


Little emblem of delight! 
Thou art pleasing to the sight, 
Approbation lurks in thee, 
Sweet delight and ecstasy. 


CIPHER, 








SON G. 


Sp hg dated the poet sings, when he 

On beauty’s charms would dwell ; 

Sweet sounds of heav’nly harmony 
The magic numbers swell! 


Yet beauty is the sickliest flower 
That braves th’ inclement skies; 

That buds and blossoms in an hour, 
Then quickly fades and dies 


The brightest hue the rose can wear, 
To wow the zephyr’s kiss, 

Is but a prelude to the care 
That terminates the bliss. 


For unsuspected winds may blow, 
In many a dreadtul gust; 

And lay the flow’ret’s beauties low, 
To mingle with the dust. 


Then, Emma, dearest maid! reflect, 
Ere caution’s hours are past; 

And beauties of the mind select, 

That will for ever last. 











